
July 18th, 2022 

  

Dear Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries, 

  

My name is Tarah Heinzen, and I live in Portland. I am writing on behalf of Food & Water 

Watch and our 39,000 members and supporters in Oregon. Food & Water Watch fights for bold 

and uncompromising solutions to the most pressing food, water and climate issues of our time, 

and strongly believes that farmworkers deserve dignity, respect, and labor rights. For too long 

they have been denied rights other workers have been afforded. Ensuring farmworkers are paid 

equitably for their work is essential for a truly just agricultural system. 

  

Earlier this year, the Oregon legislature passed House Bill 4002 to phase in overtime pay for 

agricultural workers. Now it is up to BOLI to implement the law by updating its rules to include 

farmworkers in its overtime provisions.  

  

I write to you in support of BOLI amending its administrative rules by repealing OAR 839-020-

0135 and including farmworkers in the existing overtime and piece-rate rules without delay. 

Once it amends the rules to include farmworkers, BOLI must begin enforcing them immediately 

and effectively to prevent any cases of wage theft. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Tarah Heinzen 

Legal Director 

Food & Water Watch 

 

 





July 21, 2022 
 
Dear Oregon Bureau of Labor and Industries, 
 
My name is Jill Pham, and I am writing on behalf of Portland Jobs with Justice. We are a 
coalition of over 100 faith, labor, community, student groups and individual activists taking 
action for workers rights and economic justice, especially with those most marginalized by our 
economic system such as people of color, immigrants, LGBTQ people and women 
 
Earlier this year, the Oregon legislature passed House Bill 4002 to phase in overtime pay for 
agricultural workers. Now it is up to BOLI to implement the law by updating its rules to include 
farmworkers in overtime provisions.  
 
I write to you in support of BOLI amending its administrative rules by repealing OAR 839-020-
0135 and including farmworkers in the existing overtime and piece-rate rules. 
 
We strongly believe that farmworkers deserve dignity, respect, and labor rights. For too long 
they have been denied rights other workers have been afforded. The labor movement has 
strong roots in farmworkers organizing. We continue their legacy today by asserting that BOLI 
has the responsibility to assure that farmworkers begin to see the respect they deserve. 
Farmworkers feed our community and we need to honor their sacrifices. We especially want to 
highlight the need for more worker protections for farmworkers as we lost one too many workers 
out on the fields last year. Presente Sebastian Francisco Perez.  
 
The repealing of this rule is plain and simple because there is already an existing overtime rule. 
Once the rules have been amended to include farmworkers, their enforcement must begin 
immediately and in an effective way to prevent any cases of wage theft. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Jill Pham  
Executive Director 
Portland Jobs with Justice 
 




